


Your graduation from Columbia Southern University symbolizes the years of hard 
work and determination you have committed to successfully completing your degree 
program. Online education requires the highest level of self-discipline and motivation. 
You must be an independent thinker and have full dedication to the end result—
achieving your dreams of higher education. 

Whether you made the decision to continue your education to increase your earning 
potential, expand your career options, or to simply fulfill your personal commitment of 
earning a degree, you will be personally and professionally rewarded for your diligence.

“All who have accomplished great things have had great aim, 
have fixed their gaze on a goal which was high, 

one which sometimes seemed impossible.”

Congratulations

Orison Swett Marden



May 27, 2022

National Anthem .......................................................................................................... “The Star Spangled Banner”
 U.S. Army Band

Invocation ..........................................................................................................................................................Dr. Lee Barnett
 Vice Provost for Student Affairs

Welcome .........................................................................................................................................................Dr. Janell Gibson
 Provost & Chief Academic Officer

Greetings from the Board of Trustees ...................................................................Dr. Gery C. Hochanadel
 Chairman of the Board

Greetings from the President .............................................................................................................Dr. Ken Styron
 President

Commencement Address ..................................................................................................................... Bert Thornton

Conferral of Degrees..............................................................................................................................Dr. Janell Gibson
 Provost & Chief Academic Officer
 Dr. Ken Styron
 President

Closing Words ............................................................................................................................................Dr. Janell Gibson
 Provost & Chief Academic Officer

Benediction .......................................................................................................................................................Dr. Lee Barnett
 Vice Provost for Student Affairs

Alumni Association ................................................................................................................................Caroline Walters
 Vice President of University Relations



Chairman of the Board 
Gery C. Hochanadel, Ph.D

Trustees 
MG (Ret) Byron S. Bagby

Dennis Cariello
Cheryl Carpenter-Davis, Ed.D

Chantell Cooley
Clayton Hess, Ph.D

VADM (Ret) Gerald L. Hoewing
Forney Howard
Minnie Mayes

Robert Mayes, Jr.
Edward P. Meehan

CMSAF (Ret) Kaleth Wright

Mission
Columbia Southern University is a private institution that provides diverse learning 
experiences and affordable, flexible distance education programs at the certificate, 

undergraduate, and graduate levels to a global student body, delivered by qualified, 
student-centered faculty committed to teaching and student learning. 

The university is dedicated to providing exceptional academic and 
student support services.

Vision
The vision of Columbia Southern University is to change and improve 
lives through higher education by enabling students to maximize their 

professional and personal potential.

Mission & Vision

Board of Trustees



Dr. Ken Styron 
President

Dr. Janell Gibson 
Provost and Chief Academic Officer

Pat Troup 
Chief Financial Officer

Scott Oswald 
Chief Information Officer

Eric McHaney 
Chief Marketing Officer

Chelsea Hoffman 
Chief of Staff

Executive Leadership

Sue Butts 
Vice President, Human Resources, Training and Development

Rick Cooper 
Vice President, Business Development and Military Initiatives

Charles Mims 
Associate Vice President of Information Technology

Craig Taylor 
Associate Vice President of Finance

Caroline Walters 
Vice President of University Relations

Ed Witherington 
Associate Vice President of Business Intelligence

Institutional Leadership



Academic Leadership
Dr. Lee Barnett 

Vice Provost of Student Affairs

Dr. Khalilah Burton 
Vice Provost for Institutional Effectiveness, Planning, and Compliance

Dr. Elwin Jones 
Dean, College of Business and Assistant Provost

Dr. Misti Kill 
Vice Provost of Academic Affairs 

Dean, College of Safety and Emergency Services

Dr. Joe Manjone 
Assistant Provost for International and Consortium Partnerships

Dr. Sonya Rogers 
Dean, College of Arts and Sciences and Assistant Provost



Bert Thornton
Albert S. (Bert) Thornton was born in New Orleans, LA in 
1945 and grew up in Tampa, Florida.  He played football at T. R. 
Robinson High School, where he was President of the Student 
Body and attended the Georgia Institute of Technology on a 
full football scholarship. Bert was a member of the Alpha Tau 
Omega fraternity at Georgia Tech and graduated in 1968.

Bert served two years as an artillery officer in the United States 
Army and served one tour with the 5th Battalion, 2nd Artillery in 
South Vietnam.

Upon separation from the service, he worked as a systems 
analyst and salesman in NCR’s IT Division, and in 1971, Bert 

joined Waffle House as a manager trainee.  Four years later, he became a Vice President.  In 1994, 
he was elected to the Board of Directors. For over 40 years, Bert worked with both Company and 
Franchise Operations in Waffle House and in 2004 was named President and Chief Operations 
Officer of Waffle House, Inc. Today, he is the retired Vice Chairman Emeritus of Waffle House.

Bert is also very active at Georgia Tech, serving from 1996-2000 as a member of the Alumni 
Association Board of Trustees. In 1999 he chaired Tech’s highly successful $7.8 million-dollar annual 
giving “Roll Call” initiative, and was named President of the Alumni Association in 2001 and 2002. 
He has been a member of the Georgia Tech Foundation Board of Trustees since 2001 where he has 
served on the Finance, Development and Stewardship Committees. In 2016 Bert received the Joseph 
Mayo Pettit Alumni Distinguished Service Award, the highest award conferred by the Georgia Tech 
Alumni Association.

Bert is a member of the board of directors of The Studer Community Institute in Pensacola, Florida 
and is an Entrepreneur in Residence at the University of West Florida, College of Business- Center for 
Entrepreneurship.

Bert also has an Advisory Board role with The Museum School of Avondale Estates, a charter public 
elementary-middle school in DeKalb County, Georgia. He is a former trustee of the school and was 
honorary chair for The Museum School’s successful 5-million-dollar expansion capital campaign.

He is the author of two books: Find an Old Gorilla: Pathways Through the Jungles of Business 
and Life- a self-mentoring handbook for the development of emerging leaders and High Impact 
Mentoring: A Practical Guide for Creating Value in Other People’s Lives (co-authored with Dr. Sherry 
Hartnett), available in Fall 2021.

Bert lives in Perdido Key, Florida with his wife, Kathy, who devotes her time to several “not for profit” 
organizations. Kathy and Bert have three daughters: Aspen, Chaice, and Mayson. All three girls are 
very successful graduates of Georgia Tech and members of the Alpha Delta Pi sorority.

Keynote Speaker



Dr. Ken Styron has utilized 
decades of experience in 
higher education, business 
and technology to advance 
Columbia Southern 
University. Since joining 
the university in 2002, Dr. 
Styron has overseen critical 
areas of influence including 
information technology, 
instructional design, 
marketing and outreach.

One of his proudest accomplishments was 
developing Omega in 2008. Omega is a 
custom student information software that 
remains integral to university operations 
today. He also oversaw the rebranding 
and creation of a new university logo and 
marketing initiative for CSU’s 25th year 
anniversary in 2018. He established the 
integration of Quality Matters guidelines 
into CSU’s course design process, resulting 
in more than 70 QM certified courses to 
date, as well as the Blackboard Catalyst 
Exemplary Awards from 2017 to 2021.

Dr. Styron was appointed as president 
in May 2018. During this time, he 
has leveraged his diverse professional 
background and expertise in the areas of 
technology and development to expand 
CSU’s mission with a unique perspective 
built on servant leadership and guided 

by innovation. He uses a 
student-centered approach 
to provide the best quality 
services and education to 
CSU’s students.

Dr. Styron’s tenure with 
CSU is a testament to his 
leadership style and his 
personal mantra “Always 
think one step ahead.” 
Always thinking ahead, he 
uses data in all areas of his 

decision-making, specifically those tied to 
the institution’s strategic plan. He couples 
his knack for predicting what’s next with 
an emphasis on relationship building 
to lead the university. To that end, Dr. 
Styron led the charge to achieve Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools 
Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) 
candidacy in December 2021.

Dr. Styron holds a Bachelor of Science in 
information science from the University of 
South Alabama, an MBA from CSU, and 
a Doctor of Business Administration from 
Capella University. He serves on the Mobile 
Area Council Boy Scouts of America Board, 
a role that allows him to contribute to the 
development of tomorrow’s leaders and 
give back to his community.

About the President
Ken Styron



Adewoye Peter Ademola 
Doctor of Business Administration

Nakeia Larice Council Daniels 
Doctor of Business Administration

Marc El-Beainy 
Doctor of Business Administration

Kari-Jo Koshes 
Doctor of Business Administration

Doctorate Names listed alphabetically by last name.

Graduates2022



Manfred Allen Abelard 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Teslim Akinkuolie 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Olugbemiga Akinsola 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

John Allard 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

James Jason Altman 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

John C. Amos 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Claudia A. Andersen 
Master of Business Administration 
Finance

Richard Earl Andersen, Jr. 
Master of Business Administration 
Marketing

Le Nu Hoang Anh 
Master of Business Administration

Steven William Aranyosi 
Master of Public Health 
Community Health Education

Renee Jenette Archambeau 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Tanekia Moreland Arnold 
Master of Public Health

Rosa E. Arroyo-Vega 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Meron K. Asrat 
Master of Business Administration 
Health Care Management

Karen E. Aytes 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Ryan Babbitt 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Joseph Michael Badman 
Master of Public Administration 
Emergency Services Management

Sarveshkumar Bakthadhuruvan 
Master of Business Administration

Vinson Ballek 
Master of Business Administration

Jose Feliciano Banuelos 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Cathleen E. Barmoy 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Deneisha Naomi Barnes 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Paul M. Batt 
Master of Business Administration

Catherine Gloria Beaton 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Sharell Bell 
Master of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Virginia Diane Bennett 
Master of Business Administration 
Health Care Management

LaDonna D. Berry-Watson 
Master of Business Administration 
Marketing

Levente D. Berry 
Master of Public Administration 
Criminal Justice Administration

Safariel Samone Berry 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Andrew James Bigelow 
Master of Science 
Emergency Services Management

Donielle M. Billings 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Alex Bluto 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Kristen N. Bongibault 
Master of Public Health

April S. Reeves Boyd 
Master of Business Administration 
Health Care Management

Boris Braverman 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Christopher Blake Brennan 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Eric S. Brewer 
Master of Business Administration 
Health Care Management

Leticia Tasia Aremethia Brewer 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Bradley Travis Brooks 
Master of Science 
Emergency Services Management

Brandon Ramon Brown 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Jhenae Qianna Michelle Brown 
Master of Public Administration 
Criminal Justice Administration

Rashedah Brown 
Master of Business Administration 
Health Care Management

Lynnore Frances Pantaleon 
Burnham 
Master of Public Health 
Community Health Education

Julie Busch 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Peter F. Butcher 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Alicia Veleda Cameron 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Master's Names listed alphabetically by last name.



Joseph Aaron Carrizales 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Melanie Denise Carslick 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Terrance Pondre' Carson 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Angela Cebollero 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Christopher Patrick Cebollero 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Jesus Charo 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Vu Thi Chi 
Master of Business Administration

Vanicia J. Clark 
Master of Business Administration 
Entrepreneurship

Eric Sean Clay 
Master of Business Administration

Kevin Randall Arlen Cole 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

LaDarius Mark Cowart 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Christopher B. Cruz 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Ngo Nghi Cuong 
Master of Business Administration 
Finance

Peter D. D'Amore 
Master of Public Administration 
Emergency Services Management

Chaka Clytemnestra Davis 
Master of Public Health 
Community Health Education

Kimberly Michelle Davis 
Master of Business Administration 
Finance

Mohammed Kiyaari Dawuda 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Andre P. Dean, Jr. 
Master of Business Administration 
Health Care Management

Shamiqua Latoy Dean 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Christopher Dominic Desouza 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Christie Michelle Dixon 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Krystal Dione Donald 
Master of Public Health

Wesley Donald 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Shawn Michael Downs 
Master of Business Administration 
Public Administration

Cynthia Tamika Drennan 
Master of Business Administration

Dennis Joseph Dudley 
Master of Science 
Homeland Security 
Emergency Services Management

Malcolm Harold Dugger 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Trisha Jeannet Dunbar 
Master of Business Administration 
Health Care Management

Lakeisha Durrah 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Bridgette Bianca Dyer 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Nadine Dyer 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Phillip L. Easton 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Nina Awele Ebiteh 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Gisela A. Esquillin 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Nicholas Evans 
Master of Business Administration

Rebecca Gabrielle Fant 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Bobbie Ann Bea Faulkner 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Diefani Favareto-Piovezan 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Janice Marie Fletcher 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Gregory Bernard Flewellen 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Antoinette Floyd 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Brittany Renae Francis 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

DeJuan Jenil Freeman 
Master of Business Administration 
Finance

Jennifer Dawn Fuentes 
Master of Business Administration 
Health Care Management

Sebastian Nathaniel Fuhr 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Paul Gal 
Master of Science 
Emergency Services Management

Jade Galletta 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Stacey Lynn Galloway 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Patricia June Garcia 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Christopher Dale Gates 
Master of Science 
Homeland Security 
Criminal Justice

David Eric George 
Master of Business Administration 
Public Administration



Joe Germany, Jr. 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Dawninella Monique Ghoddii 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Kesha Marie Gilbert 
Master of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Carmen Shamaine Gilliam 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Kristin Gilliam 
Master of Business Administration 
Health Care Management

Sheila Giovanni 
Master of Public Health 
Community Health Education

Virgile Armel Babatounde 
Gnanguenon 
Master of Public Health

Erin Michelle Golob 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

AA William Greiner 
Master of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Shakera Darlene Grey 
Master of Business Administration

Shelby Lynn Griffin 
Master of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Yolanda Nichole Gude-Dowell 
Master of Public Administration

Justin Wayne Gullett 
Master of Science 
Emergency Services Management

Ly Nguyen Thi Hai 
Master of Business Administration

Thomas R. Hammond 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Larry Hampton, Jr. 
Master of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Michaelshaine Letie Hampton 
Master of Science 
Emergency Services Management

Elizabeth Hardaway 
Master of Business Administration

Tina Nicole Williams Harrell 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Jada R. Harris 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Shomond O'Neal Harris 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Christopher Scott Harwood 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Shanna Brabham Hebert 
Master of Business Administration 
Health Care Management

Sandra Denese Henderson 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Lawanda Danya Herring 
Master of Business Administration

Anna Vander Heyden 
Master of Business Administration 
Marketing

Isayah Donell Hickson 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Michael R. Hill 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Michelle Hohensee 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Simone Edmonson Hollis 
Master of Public Health

John Joseph Holmes 
Master of Science 
Emergency Services Management

Natasha Nicole Howard 
Master of Public Administration

Nichole Hudson 
Master of Public Administration 
Criminal Justice Administration

Anthony Glenn Hulin 
Master of Public Administration 
Emergency Services Management

Honitta Rochele Jackson 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Megan Jackson 
Master of Business Administration 
Health Care Management

Priscilla Jacob 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Michelle Andrea James 
Master of Business Administration 
Health Care Management

Terry Elaine Jasper-Harris 
Master of Public Administration 
Criminal Justice Administration

L'Sonja McCullough Jenkins 
Master of Business Administration 
Public Administration

Adam Johnson 
Master of Science 
Emergency Services Management

Sommerlyn Denise Mitchell 
Johnson 
Master of Public Health 
Community Health Education

Thomas Johnson II 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Katina I. Jones 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Heather Lee Jordan 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Sophonie Joseph 
Master of Public Health

Walter Joynes IV 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Charles Ryan Kenney 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Kanita D. Keys 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Shawn Ryan King 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Tory Adrell Kirk 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Larry Franklin Kitchens, Jr. 
Master of Public Administration 
Emergency Services Management



Ravi M. Komal 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Christopher Koslin 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Timothy D. Kostel 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Gerald Wayne Lavergne 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Ted R. Leavitt 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Joyce Lee 
Master of Science 
Emergency Services Management

Ciara Nicole Lewis 
Master of Public Health

Dalton Torome Lewis 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Phillip P Lewis. 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Aaron Joseph Lopez 
Master of Public Administration 
Criminal Justice Administration

Rudy Marlon Lovell 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Dineke Luibl 
Master of Business Administration 
Finance

Jennifer Namboga Winfrida 
Lwandiko 
Master of Public Health

Joseph Lydick, Sr. 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Laura V. Varon Machado 
Master of Public Administration 
Criminal Justice Administration

Wale Adebunmi Madoti 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Danielle Latoya Manning 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Jill Lee Manson 
Master of Public Health

Kylle James Marshall, Sr. 
Master of Public Administration 
Emergency Services Management

Tiffany Anne Marsitto 
Master of Public Administration 
Criminal Justice Administration

Omar Martin 
Master of Business Administration 
Health Care Management

Rebecca E. Martin 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Tonya Lynette Martin 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Zoraida Elvira Martin 
Master of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Mauro Esteban Martinez 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Dazzmin L. Mathews 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Robert DeWitt Mauch III 
Master of Business Administration 
Health Care Management

Tamara Charneka McCloud 
Master of Business Administration 
Health Care Management

Alexa Michelle McCoy 
Master of Public Health 
Community Health Education

Shermesha S. McDaniel 
Master of Public Administration 
Criminal Justice Administration

Carletta Kay McKellips 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Adrain McLawhorn 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Lucretia Mcleod 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Rebecca Christeen Medsker 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Dawn Meeker 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Courtney Mehl 
Master of Business Administration 
Health Care Management

Jessica M. Mendieta 
Master of Business Administration 
Finance

Omar Al Mihwari 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Clayton Mark Miller 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Nancy Christine Prater Miller 
Master of Business Administration

Sheila Miller 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Travis D. Mims 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Janet Mizrachi 
Master of Public Administration 
Emergency Services Management

Shasta Molten 
Master of Business Administration 
Public Administration

Badr Morchid 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Lolita E. Mosley 
Master of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Dyamon M. Moss 
Master of Business Administration 
Health Care Management

Maribel Murphy 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Polly Chance Mwafulirwa 
Master of Public Administration

Timothy Patrick Newton 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Cong Nguyen 
Master of Business Administration

Thi Thu Huong Nguyen 
Master of Business Administration

Thúy Nguyen 
Master of Business Administration

Tra My Nguyen 
Master of Business Administration



William Wilson Nichols, Jr. 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Ashley Nicholson 
Master of Public Administration

Dawn Phyllis Niemczyk 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Paul Nnamdi 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Joy P. Nobles 
Master of Business Administration

Iseoluwa Ogundeji 
Master of Public Administration 
Criminal Justice Administration

Tomilola Oluwasola Okerinde 
Master of Business Administration 
Public Administration

Clyde W. Oliver 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Carter Phillip Oltman 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Jordan Painter 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Donna-Rea Palanyandi 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Audra Parmiter 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Jason Pawlak 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Sophia Priscilla Peart 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Tracey Lynn Perdue 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Adam Dale Petersen 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Ramon Phonethepha 
Master of Business Administration

Ludgie Pierre 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Denise Pitrucha 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Carl M. Pizzo 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Lindsay M. Plain 
Master of Business Administration 
Marketing

Cecilia Podrecca 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Chelsea Brianna Polk 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Alyssa Porcelain 
Master of Business Administration 
Marketing

LaTonja Jenice Powe 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Rhuel Pringle, Jr. 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Shannon Rand 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Jacob Thomas Randall 
Master of Science 
Emergency Services Management

Rachel Denece Randolph 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Karissa Rae McConochie 
Rataczak 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Angelica Denise Ratliff 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Marcus E. Reeves 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

La'Cia Geraldine Reynolds 
Master of Public Health 
Community Health Education

Katherine D. Rickard 
Master of Public Administration 
Criminal Justice Administration

Vauny Robb 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Jacob E. Roby 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Telra Rocker 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Terran B. Rogers 
Master of Business Administration 
Marketing

Timothy Dean Romero 
Master of Public Administration 
Emergency Services Management

Wayne A. Ross 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Jessica Sabbs 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Ignazio Sabella 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Amjad Saeed Al Sadeq 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Tyler Emmett Samost 
Master of Science 
Emergency Services Management

Douglas Leigh Sanborn 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Vic Anthony Castro Sasota 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Jacquelyn Patricia Scarbary 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Toni Schmeider 
Master of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Kenya Scobee 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Latoya Renee Shannon 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Jessica Lynn Siles 
Master of Public Administration 
Criminal Justice Administration



Paula H. Simien 
Master of Business Administration 
Entrepreneurship

Jessica Lee Simmons 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Tino Richardio Singh 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Ryan J. Slagle 
Master of Business Administration 
Finance

Jodi Smale 
Master of Business Administration

Eric Lorenzo Smith 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Katerina Smith 
Master of Public Administration

Twanda Smith 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Troy Stirling 
Master of Public Administration

Berlin Corrine Stokes 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Dominique Stubbs 
Master of Science 
Emergency Services Management

John R. Sudduth 
Master of Business Administration

Portia M. Sullivan 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Augustin Sylvester 
Master of Business Administration 
Health Care Management

Ivan Cesar Tankoano 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

DeNina Tate 
Master of Business Administration

Teresa Taylor-Duncan 
Master of Science 
Homeland Security 
Management

Tegegn Teg Tegegn 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Nguyen Quoc Thai 
Master of Business Administration

Corious Brieon Thomas 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Travaris Thomas 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Calethia Rachel Thompson 
Master of Science 
Homeland Security 
Criminal Justice

Renee Thompson 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Shelly Tiller 
Master of Business Administration 
Health Care Management

Nhan Quang Tran 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Alpheus Tyav 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Erick M. Vazquez 
Master of Business Administration 
Health Care Management

Marcia J. Vottero 
Master of Public Administration

Eurydicea Katrina Warren 
Master of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Tiffany A. Washington 
Master of Business Administration

Leilua Watson 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Ashley Nasha Webster 
Master of Business Administration

Cody S. Wells 
Master of Business Administration 
Public Administration

La'Trisha Chianiti Welsh 
Master of Business Administration 
Project Management

Nathan Wheeler 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Brooke LeighAnna White 
Master of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Ronald Norman Van Why 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Antoinette Williams 
Master of Public Administration

Charles Edward Williams, Jr. 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Cornell Wayne Williams 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Environmental Management

Cynthia Williams 
Master of Public Administration

Efrem D. Williams 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Lawrence Anthony Williams, Sr. 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Sheldon Marquece Williams 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Marsha Willis-Flowers 
Master of Business Administration 
Finance

Yovonka Sharna Wilson 
Master of Public Health

Jennifer Nichole Wingertsahn 
Master of Public Health 
Community Health Education

Valecia A. Winston 
Master of Business Administration

Nina Witham 
Master of Business Administration 
Human Resource Management

Michael S. Wolfe 
Master of Public Administration 
Emergency Services Management

Lorraine Woods 
Master of Business Administration

Kendrick DeLance Wooten 
Master of Business Administration 
Finance

Tessica Wynn 
Master of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

John Calvin Young 
Master of Science 
Emergency Services Management 



Bachelor's Names listed alphabetically by last name.

Eric H. Adeleye 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Technology

Adam King Adkins 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Wendy Jeannette Agostini 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Cum Laude

Carol Agouo 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Finance

Andrew Michael Aird 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Fire Investigation 
Summa Cum Laude

Kristopher Bryan Alexander 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration 
Emergency Medical Services 
Management

Matthew Wittman Allen 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration

Rainbow Dawn Allen 
Bachelor of Science 
Environmental Management 
Cum Laude

Cristhian P. Almeida 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

June Alvarez 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Summa Cum Laude

Enoch Amoako 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

Daishawn L. Anderson 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration 

Heather Lynne Angelo 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Summa Cum Laude

Justin Aragon 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Janice Arbuthnot 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Cum Laude

Francis W. Archer, Jr. 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Cum Laude

Vanessa Elise Arias 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management 
Summa Cum Laude

Janet S. Armour-Robinson 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration

Devin S. Arney 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

Alfonso Arreola 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Cum Laude

William Aschoff 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration

Yan M. Aung 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Systems and Cyber 
Security 
Homeland Security 
Cum Laude

Jenny L. Ayers 
Bachelor of Science 
Psychology

David Oscar Aytes 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Management 
Cum Laude

Taylor Lee Badgett 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Veronica Baisden 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

Vanessa P. Baker 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration

Bridgette J. Ball 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Tara Patrice Ballard 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

Michael Phillip Barbara 
Bachelor of Science 
Homeland Security

Lloyd Edward Barber III 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Jennifer Renae Barleen 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Sena Becton 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management 
Magna Cum Laude

Deniccia Bell 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration 

Jessica Phillips Bell 
Bachelor of Science 
Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude

Ronald Benjamin 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Technology 
Cum Laude

Eric Bennett 
Bachelor of Science 
Environmental Management 
Summa Cum Laude

Andrew Berchin 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Magna Cum Laude



Jennifer Beyers 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Shelton Shane Bibbins 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Cum Laude

Bethine Alicia Blackwood 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration 

Matthew Robert Blind 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Technology 
Summa Cum Laude

Lezanne Blount 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Nicholas Lee Bomber 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Joseph Ryan David Bonita 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Magna Cum Laude

Kaeli Bowden 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration

Erik Paul Bradley 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Project Management

Christina Lafaye Brantley 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration 

Gregory L. Britt 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Cum Laude

Chanler Brianne Bronson 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Cum Laude

Stephanie Mandeville 
Brotherton 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

Angela Mykel Brown 
Bachelor of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Elizabeth Brown 
Bachelor of Science 
Homeland Security 
Magna Cum Laude

Colleen Anne Browne 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

John Henry Brownlow 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration

Bridget Lashawn Burke 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Magna Cum Laude

Brandon Phelan Burt 
Bachelor of Science 
Homeland Security

Stephen J. Bush 
Bachelor of Science 
Emergency Medical Services 
Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Jeremy Everett Bush-Betarie 
Bachelor of Science 
Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude

Ntasha Aynna Buskey 
Bachelor of Science 
Organizational Leadership 
Summa Cum Laude

Chelsea Ellen Byers 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration

Sharon Calhoun 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

Lonnie L. Cameron 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Project Management

David Christian Campos III 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Fire Investigation 
Magna Cum Laude

Angelica Maria Cano-Newell 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration 

Tricia L. Carney 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Finance 
Summa Cum Laude

Jamie Nicole Carroll 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

Lindsey Cassidy 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Hannah Marie Catt 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Systems and Cyber 
Security 
Homeland Security

Ivette F. Chavez 
Bachelor of Science 
Psychology

Jose Anastacio Cigarroa 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Magna Cum Laude

David Clark 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Kasey Charnell Clark 
Bachelor of Science 
Psychology 
Summa Cum Laude

Mark Cleland 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Project Management

Patricia Cole 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management 
Magna Cum Laude

Demeshia Coleman 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration 

Robert E. Collins, Jr. 
Bachelor of Science 
Homeland Security

Jordan Copeland 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Human Resource Management

David Allen Cordell 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Jennifer Lynn Correa 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Finance 
Magna Cum Laude



Kasandra Lafaye Cox 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Human Resource Management

Gage Allan Crook 
Bachelor of Science 
Psychology

Maria Cuadrado 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Arson Investigation 
Magna Cum Laude

Lenora Dian Curless 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Systems and Cyber 
Security 
Homeland Security 
Cum Laude

Carl W. Danley 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Erica Darden 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Management

Devon Davidson 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Management 
Cum Laude

Anguwann La'tara Davis 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Brian K. Davis 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Project Management

Dominic Matthias Davis 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Magna Cum Laude

Leslieh O. Davis 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Cum Laude

Shenice E. Davis 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration

Tony Delozier 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Cum Laude

David J. DeMarco 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Summa Cum Laude

Kyle David DeMarco 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

Jack Raymond DeMato 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Project Management 
Cum Laude

Frederick Joseph DeMoro 
Bachelor of Science 
Emergency Medical Services 
Administration

Petar S. Dimitrov 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Human Resource Management

Allison Brooke Dollberg 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Technology

Reginald Donald 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration

Cherie Dougherty 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Edgar L. Driver II 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Technology

Amy A. Dugas 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration 
Cum Laude

Ercan Dzelil 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Summa Cum Laude

Bryan Robert Eagle 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration

Mylinda Larrise Ealey 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Finance

Connell Arsenio Ector, Jr. 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Sport Management

Jamala Edwards 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Cum Laude

David J. Eisner. 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Summa Cum Laude

Henry Oritsuwa Ekpoto 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Mary M. Elbert 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration

Nancy Kay Eleftheratos 
Bachelor of Science 
Psychology 
Cum Laude

Karen J. Ellis 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management 
Summa Cum Laude

Anthony Duane Engberg 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Summa Cum Laude

Tarneisha Sharlene Ervin 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Magna Cum Laude

Scott Phillip Esposito 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Val James Evans 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Systems and Cyber 
Security 
Summa Cum Laude

Brian W. Exendine 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Amber Jo Falfas 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Finance

Marica Latoya Ferguson 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration

Jacob Donald Ferrer 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Cum Laude



Vashondar Findley 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration

James Arthur Finnegan 
Bachelor of Science 
Environmental Management 
Summa Cum Laude

Lee-Ann Forsythe 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Technology 
Summa Cum Laude

Jessica Ann Foster 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

Marcos Fraere 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Carlos Alexis Fraticelli 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Information Technology

Keith Jamahl Freeman 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Technology

John Clyde Fugate 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Cum Laude

Justin William Gantz 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Diana Garcia 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

David Garrido 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration

Rosemarie Gayle 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Management

Matthew Kenneth Gerkin 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Arson Investigation

Darien Parker Gilliam 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Systems and Cyber 
Security

John E. Gish 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration

Victor Anthony Gonzalez 
Bachelor of Science 
Psychology

Nathan Gordon 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Britiane Letece Graham 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

James Graham 
Bachelor of Science 
Organizational Leadership 
Cum Laude

Justin Trammell Green 
Bachelor of Science 
Organizational Leadership 
Magna Cum Laude

Mark Alan Gregory 
Bachelor of Science 
Environmental Management 
Magna Cum Laude

Chase Alex Groh 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration

Latral Lee Groomes 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration 

Mikel Leon Grose II 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Fire Science 
Magna Cum Laude

Russell Howard Guinn 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Systems and Cyber 
Security 
Homeland Security 
Magna Cum Laude

Rhonda McLarty Gulledge 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration 

Dominique Guzman 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration 
Cum Laude

Sara Jo Hada 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration

Sarah Jene Hale 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Lindsay J. Hall 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Marketing

Courtney Danielle Harris 
Bachelor of Science 
Psychology

Dionna Marie Harris 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Project Management 
Magna Cum Laude

Shelesia Williams Harris 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Human Resource Management

Kelly Renee Hatcher 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Project Management

Chadwick R.D. Hayes 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Technology

Morahia Arlette Haynes 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Victoria Lyn Haze 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Management

Tuavares Michel Henriquez 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Human Resource Management

Diocelina Hernandez 
Bachelor of Science 
Psychology 
Summa Cum Laude

Geraldo Hernandez 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration

Martin Hernandez 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Kimberly Crystal Hicks 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Management



Edwin Hidalgo 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

Michelle Loraine High 
Bachelor of Science 
Organizational Leadership 
Magna Cum Laude

Stephanie Mitchell Highsmith 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Cum Laude

Shaina Marie Napualani 
Hipolito 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Forensics

Shantae L. Horton 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration

Stephanie Amber House 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration 

Heather Marie Housman-Clune 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Summa Cum Laude

Tory Anton Howard 
Bachelor of Science 
Homeland Security 
Cum Laude

Amanda Marie Hughes 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Stephen James Huitrado 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Matthew A. Hunt 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration 
Cum Laude

Sonja Vaness Hunt 
Bachelor of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Phillip E. Jackson, Jr. 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Porshia R. Jackson 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Ashley Shante James 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration

Jeneen Jensen 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Summa Cum Laude

Payton Lee Jensen 
Bachelor of Science 
Organizational Leadership 
Cum Laude

Brandon Oneall Jeter 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Systems and Cyber 
Security

Danetta Johnson 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Forensics

James Vernon Johnson 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Cum Laude

Melinda Johnson 
Bachelor of Science 
Organizational Leadership 
Magna Cum Laude

Marissa Badal Joiner 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Summa Cum Laude

David Horace Jones 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Ebony Nicole Jones 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Marketing

Jessica Jones 
Bachelor of Science 
Environmental Management

Kati Nicole Julian 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management 
Cum Laude

Matthew Keesey 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Fire Science

Lauren Elizabeth Keller 
Bachelor of Science 
Emergency Medical Services 
Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Michelle Kelly 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Management 
Magna Cum Laude

Nick Alan Kelly 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Summa Cum Laude

Nicholas Kent 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Fire Investigation 
Cum Laude

Alexander Kiefer 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Cum Laude

Joshua John Kilgore 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Summa Cum Laude

Kelcey Rae King 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Kwanzaa B. King 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Magna Cum Laude

Jimmy Kingrey 
Bachelor of Science 
Environmental Management 
Magna Cum Laude

Donald Bar Kirby 
Bachelor of Science 
Environmental Management

Samuel Peter Klemek II 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration

Nicole Renee Knoepke 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Nicholas Robert Krause 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Information Technology 
Magna Cum Laude



Matthew Thomas Krol 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Kendra L. Lackey 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration 

Mark J. Laine 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Fire Science

Michael David Landis 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Caleb Louis Larson 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Kevin Gerard Lavoie 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Melissa Layman 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

Joshua Adam Lebenns 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Summa Cum Laude

Brian Leciejewski 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Mary Catherine Lenz 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration 

Adam Wayne Lewis 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Summa Cum Laude

Mary A. Little 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Cum Laude

Christopher Lokits 
Bachelor of Science 
Emergency Medical Services 
Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Chance Allen Long 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Alejandro Enrique Lopez 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Marketing

Alexis W. Lopez 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Heather Nicole Lougon 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Human Resource Management 
Magna Cum Laude

Mary Helen Lovato 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Andrew Kevin Lowery 
Bachelor of Science 
Organizational Leadership 
Summa Cum Laude

Jared Brandon Lowery 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Finance

Howard David Lowrance III 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Fire Investigation 
Magna Cum Laude

Terry Lyons 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Glen Joseph MacDonald 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Dominic Kwadwo Mando 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Ryan J. Manint 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Kenneth A. Marcotte, Jr. 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration 
Emergency Medical Services 
Management 
Summa Cum Laude

Ladaris Jeanine Martin 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Project Management

Sandra Martinez 
Bachelor of Science 
Psychology

Troy D. Mason 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Jeremy Harris Mathis 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Surette Susan Matthee 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Hospitality and Tourism 
Summa Cum Laude

Julie Lynne Maxwell-Vasquez 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Summa Cum Laude

Jazmine Mayfield 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Marketing

Jacqueline Grace Mccleary 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Human Resource Management

Shakia Lashay McClinton 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

Ashten Elizabeth Jean McComb 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

Crystal Brooke McCready 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration

Kerry Jason McCree 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

Sarah F. McCurdy 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Luther McDaniel 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Finance

Akeem Ivon McFarlane 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health



Orville LH McLean 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Joseph Kyle McManigal 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Tiffany Snow White McMillan 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Angie Shavonne Mcreynolds 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration 

Christopher Alan Meador 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Brynn Merboth 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Rebecca Michelle Merideth 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration 

Ashley Renee Miller 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Ryan Oneal Anderson Miller 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Management 
Cum Laude

Vincent Joseph Miller 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Cum Laude

Preston C. Mincey, Jr. 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Project Management

Renetta Mitchell 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration

Tatyana Mizelle 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Project Management

Lydia H. Molina 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Human Resource Management

Danni Morgan 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration 
Cum Laude

Jeremy Wayne Morris 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Human Resource Management 
Summa Cum Laude

Jordyn Moses 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Human Resource Management

Michael James Mosher 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Cum Laude

Stephen Joseph Motil 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Brian Paul Mouton 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Fasika Taye Mulat 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Finance 
Cum Laude

Matthew Allen Murphy 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Percy Nawela Nanfuri 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Information Technology

Tiffony S. Nealond 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Human Resource Management

Teshia S. Nesbitt 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration

Ryan H. Nissly 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Lamont Richard Odom 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Construction Safety

Sean L. Olivo 
Bachelor of Science 
Homeland Security 
Summa Cum Laude

Afolabi O. Olomookugbe 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Magna Cum Laude

Rodney Joe Ortiz, Jr. 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Fire Investigation 
Magna Cum Laude

Jennie Ott 
Bachelor of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Zana C. Ouattara 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Angela Compton Padua 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Management

Gabriel Antonio Palau 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Systems and Cyber 
Security

Michael J. Palese 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Fire Science 
Magna Cum Laude

Pravin Kumar Pappu 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Fire Science

Shreya Patel 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

Matthew Albert Patrick 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Fire Investigation 
Cum Laude

David Paxson 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Magna Cum Laude

Peter Justin Pease 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration



Brandon Ty Pelfrey 
Bachelor of Science 
Homeland Security 
Summa Cum Laude

Brittany Nicole Pennington 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Helton de Souza Rosa Pereira 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Ediliz Marisol Perez 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

Maureen Rose Perkins 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Summa Cum Laude

Cindy D. Perry 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Wendy Willis Perry 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Brittany Peyton 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Management 
Magna Cum Laude

Savanna R. Pick 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Marketing 
Summa Cum Laude

Levi Pohlschneider 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Latice M. Polite 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management 
Magna Cum Laude

Avia Champaigne Poole 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Riyaz Poonawala 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Magna Cum Laude

Stephanie Ann Potter 
Bachelor of Science 
Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude

Kaitlyn Price 
Bachelor of Science 
Psychology 
Summa Cum Laude

Benjamin Aaron Proctor 
Bachelor of Science 
Emergency Medical Services 
Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Heather Dawn Pruitt 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Jamie Kim Nicole Quillen 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

April Ann Randolph 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Thomas David Raper 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Fire Investigation 
Summa Cum Laude

James A. Raymus 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Technology 
Summa Cum Laude

Richard Douglas Reeg 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration

William Robert Regnier 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Fire Investigation 
Summa Cum Laude

Kiarrah Hill Reville 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

James Riddell 
Bachelor of Science 
Environmental Management 
Cum Laude

Robyn Ashlie Riedlinger 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Project Management 
Magna Cum Laude

Angela Viviana Rivas 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration 
Cum Laude

José Arnaldo Rivera-Ortiz 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

William Earle Robertson 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Joel Tagayong Rodriguez 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Misty Dawn Rodriguez 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Patrick F. Rogers 
Bachelor of Science 
Emergency Medical Services 
Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Justin David Rosenfeldt 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Summa Cum Laude

Michelle Diane Russell 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration

Sylvia Mcgee Rutland 
Bachelor of Science 
Organizational Leadership 
Magna Cum Laude

Na'ilah Samad 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration 

Kevin Samsel 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration

Sha’Quitta (Shay) Sanderlin 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

Jacqueline M. Sanders 
Bachelor of Science 
Psychology

Dalas William Schaeper 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Cum Laude

Charles T. Schara II 
Bachelor of Science 
Homeland Security

Michael S. Schmidt 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Summa Cum Laude



Robert Schrein 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Alyssa Elaine Scott 
Bachelor of Science 
Organizational Leadership 
Cum Laude

Damion Terrell Scott 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

Elissya Vieata Searcy 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Human Resource Management

Sarah Senat 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Human Resource Management

Cheryl Lassiter Sessoms 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Management

Joshua Shepard 
Bachelor of Science 
Environmental Management 
Cum Laude

Oshane Cecil George Shirley 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Christopher Dylan Shute 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Fire Science 
Cum Laude

Danyell Simmons 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Systems and Cyber 
Security

Shekinah Shamar Simons 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Britani Marie Simpson 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration 

Ponzella Singfield 
Bachelor of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Brian M. Smith 
Bachelor of Science 
Organizational Leadership

Grey Lewer Smith II 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Jennifer Smith 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Management 
Summa Cum Laude

Nicole Bechtel Smith 
Bachelor of Science 
Environmental Management

Princess Leshelle Smith 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Human Resource Management

Tierra Racheal Smith 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Technology

Kristen Michelle Smythe 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management

Jennifer Lynn Snell 
Bachelor of Science 
Emergency Medical Services 
Administration

George Paul Sorge II 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Steven Gabriel Sosa 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Eric J. Speringo 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

John Mark Spivey 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Science 
Summa Cum Laude

Sarah Elizabeth Standish 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration 
Emergency Medical Services 
Management

Kerin Marie Stefanko 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Cum Laude

Jermaine Paul Sterling, Sr. 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Cum Laude

Richard Anthony Stevens 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Oil and Gas 
Magna Cum Laude

Alan Matthew Storer 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Magna Cum Laude

Angela R. Stregowski 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Cum Laude

James Deshun Sulton 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration 

Jenna Danielle Sutton 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration 

Shetauri Sherrell Tarte 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration 

Maxine Taylor 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration

Joseph Paul Terena 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Marketing

Jack Monroe Terrell 
Bachelor of Science 
Environmental Management

Behr Tharsing 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration 
Summa Cum Laude

John Edward Thatcher 
Bachelor of Science 
Environmental Management

Ronald Lynn Thibodeaux, Jr. 
Bachelor of Science 
Emergency Medical Services 
Administration

Russell Davis Thigpen 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Fire Investigation



Lakendrick Ryan Thomas, Sr. 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Sport Management

Yovunka Thorpe-Henry 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management 
Magna Cum Laude

Darian Reynord Tippins 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Management

Kiel Robert Tolar 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Sport Management

Kurt Joseph Trausch 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Fire Science 
Summa Cum Laude

Shonell Leana Treasure 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Systems and Cyber 
Security

Joseph Bryon Tull, Jr. 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Fire Investigation

Adrian Nicholas Turner 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Richard James Keone Valdez 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Brandon Joseph Valentine 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Ekaterina Vasilyeva 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Finance

Christina Roberts Velazquez 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management 
Summa Cum Laude

Melanie Mahealani Wai Mei 
Villanueva 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Jennifer Waeghe 
Bachelor of Science 
Psychology

Michelle D. Wakefield 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Systems and Cyber 
Security

Daniel Walker 
Bachelor of Science 
Environmental Management

Debra Nelms Walls 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health

Ryan W. Warner 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Project Management 
Cum Laude

Lisa S. Washington 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Finance

Randolph Washington 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Fire Science

Tanynesia Webb 
Bachelor of Science 
Information Systems and Cyber 
Security

Donna Weber 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Magna Cum Laude

Robert Earl Weidensaul III 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration

Jawny Lynn Weimer 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Magna Cum Laude

Michael James Weisenberg 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Jason Welch 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration 

Aderica White 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration 
Magna Cum Laude

Anthony D. Williams 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Summa Cum Laude

Ellisa Kay Williams 
Bachelor of Science 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Magna Cum Laude

LaQuanda Williams 
Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Administration 
Emergency Medical Services 
Management

Michael Clay Williams 
Bachelor of Science 
Psychology 
Cum Laude

Rosherren D. Williams 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Management

LaTasha Wilson 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Project Management

Kathryn Woodley 
Bachelor of Science 
Human Resource Management 
Cum Laude

Letrecia Annette Woods 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Jordan E. Wynn 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice Administration

Mishon April Yelverton 
Bachelor of Science 
Business Administration  
Information Technology

Michelle Rose Young 
Bachelor of Science 
Fire Administration 
Fire Investigation 
Magna Cum Laude



Associates Names listed alphabetically by last name.

Cynthia Anderson 
Associate of Science  
Business

Linwood Anderson Bailey 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Christopher Michael Berggren 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

Joshua Lee Bessant 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Taylor Bibb 
Associate of Science  
Health Information Science 

Derek Bizzell 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Avis C. Boldin 
Associate of Science  
Business

Gregory Scott Brenneman 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

Telicia Damaris Brooks 
Associate of Science  
Business

William Bryant 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

Veronica Cage 
Associate of Science  
Health Information Science 

David Christopher Contreras 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

William Walter Copeland IV 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

Cheryl D. Courson 
Associate of Science  
Business

Steven Barkley Cox 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

Sheena Davis 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Braiden Mckay Diebold 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Donna Dregory 
Associate of Science  
Health Information Science  
Medical Coding

Christopher Aaron Dunning 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Rachel Ann Escalante 
Associate of Science  
Business

Michael Alexis Eugene 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Jennifer L. Feltes 
Associate of Science  
Business

Dustin Wayne Fiscus 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

Georgia L. Fleming 
Associate of Science  
Health Information Science 

Lauren Jean Fleming 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Jermaine French 
Associate of Science  
Criminal Justice

Brenda Denise Furlow 
Associate of Science  
Business

Andrew James Gaskins 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Alexandria Geppert 
Associate of Science  
Business

Brandon J. Gill 
Associate of Arts  
General Studies

Tia Marie Goulsby 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Mark Grenier 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

LaRhonda Javette Guy 
Associate of Science  
Business

Glen Ryan Guzman 
Associate of Science  
Business

Jacob Alan Hogue 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 



Jason D. Hurst 
Associate of Science  
Emergency Medical Services

Jamie Lee Johnson 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

Michal Danielle Keller 
Associate of Science  
Health Information Science  
Medical Coding

Brian Michael Kimpel 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

William Curtis Kindred, Jr. 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Joshua Christopher Elijah Knox 
Associate of Science  
Criminal Justice

Danae L. Kulaszewski 
Associate of Science  
Health Information Science  
Medical Coding

Chad Lallier 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

Shane Alan Lamie 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Carlisa Necole Lewis 
Associate of Science  
Business

Hope Ann Youngblood Lewis 
Associate of Science  
Emergency Medical Services

Diana Rocio Lopez 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Shamonica Lovett 
Associate of Science  
Business

Jose I. Martinez 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

Dakotah Storm McAnear 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Cherlyn Y. McCoy 
Associate of Science  
Business

Rochelle C. McGowan 
Associate of Science  
Criminal Justice

Betty Louise Meadows 
Associate of Science  
Criminal Justice

Christopher T. Moore 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Jade David Mortenson 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

Pedro Nieves 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

Rafael Angel Nieves 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Asi Oba 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

Michael Lee Ostrander 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

Luisa Piukala Paongo 
Associate of Science  
Health Information Science 

Patrick Poole 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Kevin Patrick Prater 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

Sean Michael Reid 
Associate of Science  
Business

Carla Rhodes 
Associate of Science  
Health Information Science  
Medical Coding

Talisa Rice 
Associate of Science  
Health Information Science  
Medical Coding

Deserae M. Rideaux 
Associate of Science  
Criminal Justice

Rhonda Kay Rithmire 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Eddie Santiago 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Kaniesha P. Shavers 
Associate of Science  
Health Information Science 

Matthew Sherbinski 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

William Wade Smith 
Associate of Science  
Criminal Justice

Alena Speed 
Associate of Science  
Business

Cindy St. Germain 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Michael J. Starbird 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

Breonca Stephens 
Associate of Science  
Criminal Justice

Nathan Stivers 
Associate of Science  
Criminal Justice



Karly Marie Swedish 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Jazmin Thomas 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

Patricia Thompson 
Associate of Science  
Emergency Medical Services

Jessica Elaine Tillery 
Associate of Science  
Health Information Science  
Medical Coding

Carl Allen Turner 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

Christopher Dale Valentine 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Wesley Watson 
Associate of Science  
Business

Shelby K. Wease 
Associate of Science  
Business

Alissa White 
Associate of Science  
Business

Benjamin Fred Williams 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

Jonathan Mark Wilson 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 

Patricia Wilson 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Sheila Marie Witter 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Peter E. Wyatt 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Chaqulla Wynn 
Associate of Arts  
General Studies

Kyra Yates 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Evelin Zamora 
Associate of Science  
Occupational Safety and 
Health

Andrew J. Zeunik 
Associate of Science  
Fire Science 



Graduation Honors
Students enrolled in bachelor level degree programs who achieve high level of academic 
achievement may qualify for honors if certain criteria are met.  Honors are noted both 
on the students’ diplomas and transcripts.  These are designated by the terms cum laude 
(with distinction), magna cum laude (with high distinction), and summa cum laude (with 
highest distinction).  

» Summa Cum Laude (With Highest Distinction): 4.0 cumulative GPA

» Magna Cum Laude (With High Distinction): 3.8 –3.99 GPA

» Cum Laude (With Distinction): 3.5–3.79 GPA

History of the Commencement Ceremony
American institutions of higher learning conduct formal ceremonies to signal the 
achievements of their students and award the appropriate degrees earned at the 
conclusion of the prescribed study. This action of taking the degree, as well as the 
designation of the day itself, is Commencement.  

While there are various explanations for the term Commencement, the most likely is that 
centuries ago the bachelor, originally the apprentice, began his apprenticeship upon that 
day.  With the degree of M.A. and Ph.D., the masters and doctors commenced their work 
upon the day their degrees were conferred.  



Pomp and Circumstance
Often played during the processional and recessional during the Commencement 
ceremony, “Pomp and Circumstance”, originally titled “Land of Hope and Glory”, is derived 
from a line in Shakespeare’s Othello, “Pride, pomp and circumstances of glorious war!”  
The first recorded association with commencement ceremonies is in 1905 during the Yale 
University ceremony. 

The Academic Processional and Regalia
The academic processional that preludes the commencement ceremonies on college 
and university campuses is a custom dating back to the Middle Ages and bridges 
historical traditions with the modern era.

The processional at Columbia Southern University is led by the University Mace.

The Faculty Marshals direct the procession and guide members of the faculty, 
administration and students to their seats.

Another medieval tradition represented in modern commencement ceremonies is 
the academic regalia. In origin, the gown may have simply been a type of overcoat to 
protect the teacher from the cold in unheated buildings; the cut or style seemingly 
derived from ecclesiastical attire.  It has usually been black. The gowns of associates, 
bachelors and masters were usually without trimmings, whereas those of doctors are 
faced down the front with velvet and adorned with three velvet bars on the bell-shaped 
sleeves.  The master’s gown has pointed sleeves which reach nearly to the knees, while 
the associates and bachelor’s gown has plain, straight sleeves.

The cap or “mortarboard” may have come from the square cap worn by the masons 
of the Middle Ages, or perhaps was suggested by the shape of the scholar’s books. 
Attached to a button atop the mortarboard is a tassel. The tassel is worn on the left 
side by those who have received a degree.

The hood, a triangular fold of cloth worn over the back of the gown, is faced with colors 
which denote the field of study represented by the wearer’s degree; the colors of the 
lining are those of the college or university by which the degree was granted. The length 
of the hood is correspondingly longer with each higher degree. 



The Columbia Southern University 
Academic Seal

The Columbia Southern University seal is the official hallmark of the university. It is 
comprised of iconographic symbols of a radiant sun, an upright torch and an open book 
enveloped within a shield and cradled by a wreath of laurel. The sun, with its extending 
rays, embodies life and strength, while the book is an emblem of learning and knowledge. 
The inflamed torch represents enlightenment, while its upright orientation symbolizes 
the power of intellectual regeneration. The surrounding shield defends and preserves 
knowledge and the laurel wreath is universally recognized as a symbol of victory and 
triumph. The combination of these emblems represents scholastic awakening and the 
attainment of wisdom.

The appearance of the university seal lends authority and authenticity to its bearer and is 
used exclusively by the president and provost for formal and official academic occasions.

The Processional Mace
Once a familiar weapon in medieval combat, the mace evolved over time into a symbol of 
authority and became associated with the pride of a nation and its origins.  Later, the mace 
was adopted by universities as a symbol of the power of the academic pursuit of wisdom 
and truth.  It is carried in academic processions to bring authority to ceremonial occasions 
and to symbolize the unity and aspirations of the collegiate community.

CSU’s processional mace was commissioned in 2018 in honor of the university’s 25th 
anniversary. The modest oak staff, standing 45 inches in height, is adorned with bronze 
finials at the head and foot. Its quadrilateral crown showcases four cast bronze medallions 
bearing the university seal. A cloisonné inlay of navy blue encompasses the university name 
along the outer ring of the seal. 

The processional mace is carried in all formal processions of the University. The mace is 
carried by the faculty chair and leads the processional.



The Presidential Medallion
The tradition of a symbol of office is rooted in the colorful life of towns in the Middle 
Ages. The symbol of communal harmony was the mayor, who at his investiture was 
given a chain with a medallion that represented all the guilds working together for the 
welfare of the town. In the medieval university, the chief official held authority similar to 
that of the mayor in civil society. Thus, he, too, was honored with a medallion, but his 
consisted of insignia of all the colleges and universities.

The presidential medallion is the official symbol of the office of the president of 
Columbia Southern University and is donned by the president when academic apparel 
is worn at formal academic celebrations.  

The presidential medallion of Columbia Southern University was commissioned in 2018 
for the inauguration of CSU’s third president. The medallion is made of sterling silver 
and depicts the academic seal of Columbia Southern University. Included in the chain 
are engraved components depicting the presidential history of the University. 



Class of 2022
Congratulations


